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sometimes, sand.  Roots from 
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When they die, they leave their 
bodies in the soil.  The plant and 
animal parts decompose.  It is 
called organic matter.  The 
energy that came from the sun 
goes back into the soil.

Plants that grow in the soil loose 
their leaves.  Logs decompose.  
Animals leave their scat in the soil.  
When they die, they leave their 
bodies in the soil.  The plant and 
animal parts decompose.  It is 
called organic matter.  The 
energy that came from the sun 
goes back into the soil.

Plants that grow in the soil loose 
their leaves.  Logs decompose.  
Animals leave their scat in the soil.  
When they die, they leave their 
bodies in the soil.  The plant and 
animal parts decompose.  It is 
called organic matter.  The 
energy that came from the sun 
goes back into the soil.

Plants that grow in the soil loose 
their leaves.  Logs decompose.  
Animals leave their scat in the soil.  
When they die, they leave their 
bodies in the soil.  The plant and 
animal parts decompose.  It is 
called organic matter.  The 
energy that came from the sun 
goes back into the soil.

Plants that grow in the soil loose 
their leaves.  Logs decompose.  
Animals leave their scat in the soil.  
When they die, they leave their 
bodies in the soil.  The plant and 
animal parts decompose.  It is 
called organic matter.  The 
energy that came from the sun 
goes back into the soil.

Plants that grow in the soil loose 
their leaves.  Logs decompose.  
Animals leave their scat in the soil.  
When they die, they leave their 
bodies in the soil.  The plant and 
animal parts decompose.  It is 
called organic matter.  The 
energy that came from the sun 
goes back into the soil.



The leaf litter builds up as the 
plants shed their leaves.  
The organic matter 
decomposes to make a rich 
topsoil.  It feeds the plants 
with its energy from the sun.

The leaf litter builds up as the 
plants shed their leaves.  
The organic matter 
decomposes to make a rich 
topsoil.  It feeds the plants 
with its energy from the sun.

The leaf litter builds up as the 
plants shed their leaves.  
The organic matter 
decomposes to make a rich 
topsoil.  It feeds the plants 
with its energy from the sun.

The leaf litter builds up as the 
plants shed their leaves.  
The organic matter 
decomposes to make a rich 
topsoil.  It feeds the plants 
with its energy from the sun.

The leaf litter builds up as the 
plants shed their leaves.  
The organic matter 
decomposes to make a rich 
topsoil.  It feeds the plants 
with its energy from the sun.

The leaf litter builds up as the 
plants shed their leaves.  
The organic matter 
decomposes to make a rich 
topsoil.  It feeds the plants 
with its energy from the sun.



When the temperature is not too 
cold and there is rain, the soil 
develops into layers.  
Under the leaf litter is the topsoil.  
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that it came from.
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animals that eat the plants.  
Carbon becomes part of living 
things.
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the carbon cycle by burning coal 
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heat in the atmosphere and will 
make the earth much warmer if we 
don’t stop.
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