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ENTREPRENEURSHIP WORLD CUP IN LAST CALL FOR GLOBAL COMPETITORS FOR ITS 

BIGGER AND BETTER SECOND EDITION 

 

• Applications welcomed from Singapore and around the world for 2nd edition of the largest and 
most diverse global pitch competition for entrepreneurs and startups – deadline 12 July. 

• Singaporean startup Strive Robotics reached the 2019 Global Finals. 

• Bigger and better competition aims to double the number of applicants and will offer US$1 million 
in cash prizes, with US$75 million in-kind support. 

 

29 June 2020 - The Entrepreneurship World Cup (EWC) is open for 2020, and is accepting 

applications from around the world – aiming to expand far beyond the 102,000 contestants from 187 

countries who participated in its first year. Building on last year’s success, the program offers a 

chance to pitch on a global stage for a share of US$1 million in cash prizes plus additional 

investment opportunities and another US$75 million of in-kind support. 

 

The 100 finalists in last year’s EWC pitched their ideas before thousands of people at the EWC 
Global Finals in Riyadh, including Singaporean startup Strive Robotics. 
 

With physical events impossible at the moment due to the coronavirus pandemic, the organizers are 

taking the EWC online with virtual national finals taking place throughout July and August. One 

hundred entrants will progress to the global finals at the MGF annual gathering in October. Our new 

digital platform will make EWC 2020 more accessible, more diverse, and more inclusive than ever 

before. 

 

The EWC is more than just a global pitch competition with a shot of having life-changing prizes. It 

elevates entrepreneurs from all stages — idea-stage, early-stage, growth-stage or beyond – by 

providing them with tools and resources to grow their venture. There is also a new social 

entrepreneurship category for the second edition. 

 

This year’s program of support is bigger and better. EWC Accelerates is a virtual training and 

mentorship program that helps entrepreneurs hone their skills and increase their chances of winning 

their national competitions – as well as those who advance to the Global Finals. Through the EWC 

platform, participants will have access to an exclusive content library with relevant information to 

their current stage of the journey, including: 

• Pitching and deck creation; 

• Customer feedback and product development;  

• Team building and company culture. 

 

In 2020, the EWC platform also offers all contestants who complete their applications an access to a 

wider range of ‘perks’ than last year, with online resources available to an unlimited number of 

people, provided by partners such as Google Cloud, Hubspot, Stripe and more, up to an estimated 

non-cash value of US$25,000. 

 

https://www.striverobotics.com/
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Other innovations for 2020 include a new social entrepreneurship track, new standalone prizes for 

categories such as ‘best idea’ or ‘best growth’. 

 

The Entrepreneurship World Cup is hosted by the Misk Global Forum, Global Entrepreneurship 

Network and The Global Education & Leadership Foundation. It is supported by a range of global 

partners, including GSVlabs, TechCrunch, Entrepreneurs’ Organization (EO), The Wharton School 

of the University of Pennsylvania, WebCongress and organizations running EWC National Finals on 

every continent. 

 

“For the EWC’s second edition in 2020, we want to take last year’s successes and magnify them. 

‘Bigger and better’ has been our simple mantra, but in the current circumstances we have now 

added ‘different’” said Abdulrahman Al-Suhaymi, Misk’s EWC lead. He added: “The virtual platform 

that we’re developing means that the EWC 2020 will be more accessible, more diverse, and more 

inclusive than ever before as we target 200,000 startups taking part. Whatever the coronavirus 

throws at us, our ambition remains undimmed. Because at Misk, we believe that young people are 

not a problem to be solved, but the world’s greatest problem solvers and now, more than ever, we 

need to empower their entrepreneurial spirit. The EWC encourages as many young entrepreneurs 

as possible to get involved.”  

 

“Entrepreneurs are risk takers and industry disruptors, accustomed to facing challenges head on,” 

said Jonathan Ortmans, president of Global Entrepreneurship Network. “Now more than ever, the 

world needs more entrepreneurs to unleash their ideas and develop innovative solutions and make 

the world a better place.” 

 

Shiv Khemka, Executive Chairman of The Global Education & Leadership Foundation said: “EWC is 

the Champions League for entrepreneurs, the World Cup for the world's best ideas, bringing the 

excitement and competition of sports into the world of entrepreneurship. EWC is not only 

reimagining entrepreneurship, but providing a platform to spur global collaboration to create jobs and 

solutions for the challenges humanity faces now and in the future.” 

 

The deadline for applications for this year’s edition is July 12, 2020. Up to 25 virtual competitions will 

be held throughout  the summer. The Global Finals will take place at the Misk Global Forum annual 

gathering in October 2020 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

 

ENDS 

 

Notes to editors 

 

• For media enquiries, please contact mgf-media@miskglobalforum.com. 

 

About the Entrepreneurship World Cup 

• For more information please visit https://entrepreneurshipworldcup.com  

• Applications for the EWC 2020 can be made online here. 

• Information on the 2019 edition of EWC: 

- Global finals at the MGF annual gathering, including details of finalists and winner - here 

- Bootcamp at KAUST for 100 finalists from 64 countries ahead of the grand finals - here  

https://signup.entrepreneurshipworldcup.com/ewc/signup
mailto:mgf-media@miskglobalforum.com
https://entrepreneurshipworldcup.com/
https://signup.entrepreneurshipworldcup.com/ewc/signup
https://entrepreneurshipworldcup.com/insight/7079/
https://innovation.kaust.edu.sa/misk-entrepreneurship-world-cup/
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About the Misk Global Forum 
The Misk Global Forum (MGF) is the flagship international platform of the Misk Foundation, a non-

profit philanthropic foundation established by Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 

to discover, develop and empower Saudi youth to become active participants in the future economy. 

 

Since its launch in 2016, MGF has extended Misk’s mission to young people across the globe. 

Through international events, research and global initiatives, MGF brings together emerging and 

established leaders, innovators, and creators to explore, experience and experiment with ways to 

meet the challenge of change. MGF focuses on three core areas across its activations: skills for the 

future economy; entrepreneurship and employment; and active global citizenship. Website: 

https://miskglobalforum.com/about-mgf/   

 
About the Global Entrepreneurship Network 

The Global Entrepreneurship Network operates a platform of projects and programs in 170 countries 

aimed at making it easier for anyone, anywhere to start and scale a business. By fostering deeper 

cross border collaboration and initiatives between entrepreneurs, investors, researchers, 

policymakers and entrepreneurial support organizations, GEN works to fuel healthier start and scale 

ecosystems that create more jobs, educate individuals, accelerate innovation and strengthen 

economic growth. Website: https://www.genglobal.org  

 
About The Global Education & Leadership Foundation  

The Global Education & Leadership Foundation (tGELF) is a non-profit that seeks to identify and 

nurture leadership skills in individuals who are rooted in the values of ethics and altruism, and have 

a bias for action. tGELF was officially inaugurated in 2008 by the then Prime Minister of India, Dr 

Manmohan Singh. In the last decade, tGELF’s flagship school curriculum on ethical leadership and 

entrepreneurship has expanded from just six schools in India to over 3000 schools across 14 

countries touching more than 3 million students. tGELF’s community of future leaders and change-

makers have also undertaken numerous high impact projects that have collectively impacted the 

lives of over 500 million people and raised over $6.38 bn dollars in commitments from governments, 

philanthropists, corporations and multilaterals for the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Website: 

http://www.tgelf.org  

 

https://miskglobalforum.com/about-mgf/
https://www.genglobal.org/
http://www.tgelf.org/

